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?6 Man's Search for Meaning

told by someone who worked there, had the word "bath"

written over its doors in several European languages' On

entering, each prisoner was handed a piece of soap, and

thsn-!u1 mercifully I do not need to describe the events

which followed. Many accounts have been written about

this horror.
We who were saved, the minority of our transport, found

out the truth in the evening. I inquired from prisoners who

had been there for some time where my colleague and

friend P-had been sent.

"Was he sent to the left side?"

"Yes," I replied.
"Then you can see him there," I was told'

"Where?" A hand pointed to the chimney a few hundred

yards off, which was sending a column of flame up into the

grey sky of Poland. It dissolved into a sinister cloud of

smoke.

"That's where your friend is, floating up to Heaven," was

the answer. But I still did not understand until the truth

was explained to me in Plain words.

But I am telling things out of their turn. From a psycho-

logical point of view, we had a long, long way in front of us

from the break of that dawn at the station until our first

night's rest at the camP.

Escorted by SS guards with loaded guns' we were made to

run from the station, Past electrically charged barbed wire'

through the camp, to the cleansing station; for those of us

who had passed the first selection, this was a real bath'

Again our illusion of reprieve found confirmation' The SS

men seemed almost charming. Soon we found out their rea-

son. They were nice to us as long as they saw watches on

our wrists and could persuade us in well-meaning tones to

hand them over. Would we not have to hand over all our

possessions anyway, and why should not that relatively nice
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person have the watch? Maybe one day he would do one a
good turn.

We waited in a shed which seemed to be the anteroom to
the disinfecting chamber. SS men appeared and spread out
blankets into which we had to rhrow all our possessions, all
our watches and jewelry. There were still naive prisoners
among us who asked, to the amusement of the more sea-
soned ones who were there as helpers, if they could not keep
a wedding ring, a medal or a good-luck piece. No one could
yet grasp the fact thar everyrhingwould be taken away,

I tried to take one of the old prisoners into my confi-
dence. Approaching him furtively, I pointed, to the roll of
paper in the inner pocket of my coat and said, "Look, this
is the manuscript of a scientific book. I know what you will
say; that I should be grateful ro escape with my life, that
that should be all I can expect of fate. But I cannot help
myself. I must keep this manuscript at all costs; it contains
my life's work. Do you understand that?"

Yes, he was beginning to understand. A grin spread
slowly over his face, first piteous, then more amused, mock-
ing, insulting, until he bellowed one word at me in answer
to my question, a word that was ever present in the vocabu-
lary of the camp inmates: "Shit!" At that moment I saw the
plain truth and did whar marked the culminating point of
the first phase of my psychological reaction: I struck our my
ryhole former life.

Suddenly there was a srir among my fellow travelers, who
oad been standing about with pale, frightened faces, help-
lessly debating. Again we heard the hoarsely shouted com-
mands. We were driven with blows into the immediate
arteroom of the bath. There we assembled around an SS

man who waited until we had all arrived. Then he said, ,,I

will give you two minutes, and I shall time you by my
watch. In these two minutes you will get fully undressed

I


